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Dear Chairman Inouye and Ranking Member Cochran:

Thirty years after the first reports that led to thediscovery of HIV, the epidemic continues to
surge in the United States. With the development of life-saving anti-retroviral drugs, more
people are living longer, healthier lives. However, that also means that more andmore people
require access to care, medication and support services. Theundersigned Senators urge you to
increase funding for domestic HIV/AIDS programs in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2012 Labor-HHS,
Transportation/HUD, and Financial Services bills. In light of the realities of the epidemic and
state and local budget cuts, we ask that you supportour requests outlined below so that we can
reduce the number of new infections, provide necessary care and treatment, and invest in new
research.

An estimated 1.1 million people are living with HIV in the United States and there are over
56,000 new infections every year. Of those estimated to be living with HIV, half do not have
reliable access to care, and 21% are unaware of theirHIV status. The HIV epidemic continues to
have a disproportionate impact among communities of color and minority populations—African
Americans, Latinos, Native Americans, and Asian Pacific Islanders; men who have sex with
men; the incarcerated; and those living in poverty. Unfortunately, despite advances in medical
treatment, we are losingground in the battleagainst HIV as funding levels have not kept pace
with the growing epidemic.

We are pleased that President Obamahasproposed some increases for HIV/AIDS programs so
that the country can begin to realize the vision andgoals of the National HIV/AIDS Strategy
(NHAS). The comprehensive strategy seeks to better coordinateour response to HIV in order to
reduce the number of new infections, increase access to care and improve health outcomes, and
reduce HIV-related health disparities.

CDC HIV Prevention and Surveillance

President Obama proposed an increase of $57.2 million for HIV prevention programs at the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). While we are grateful for this proposed
increase during such difficult economic times, this amount is far from what is needed to reduce
the numberof new infections. Currentlyonly four percent of all federal HIV/AIDS funding is
directed for prevention. State and local healthdepartments and community-based organizations
need increased resources to strengthen and expand outreach, education, HIV testing, and
prevention programs targeting, in particular, high-risk populations. In order to adequately










