
Dorothy Mann 

The Charles Evans Community Activism 

Award. For over 40 years, Dorothy Mann 

has worked to improve health care and 

the quality of life for women, adolescents 

and families.  In 1988  initially 

responding to an overwhelming need in 

Philadelphia, Dorothy launched an 

ambitious city wide network to provide 

health care and related social services for 

women and children affected by HIV. 

That same year she worked with Senator 

Specter’s office in drafting national 

legislation that created the Pediatric 

AIDS Demonstration Projects. These 

demonstrations proved to be effective 

and led the way for Ryan White Title IV/

Part D, providing more than $840 million 

in funding for women and children. The 

award is named in honor of the late Mr. 

Charles Evans, founder of Evan-Picone, 

who fought tirelessly to improve the 

health and well-being of families. 

Cecilia Smith-Ross 

The GiGi Nicks Award. For more than 

five years, Cecilia has been an active 

leader in the RWCA Part D community. 

She began as a member of a Consumer 

Advisory Board in Houston, Texas and 

was quickly nominated as chair. She 

started a non-profit agency for HIV 

positive heterosexuals to receive the 

social support needed and in 2009 she 

was elected as the first HIV+ African 

American woman chair of the Ryan 

White Planning Council. The award is 

named in honor of the late Gigi Nicks 

and is presented to a HIV+ person who 

successfully advocates for the RWCA 

Part D community, and who has 

demonstrated effective leadership in their 

community. 

The Voices 2010 conference was a banner 

success, with more than 300 constituents in 

attendance from across America. Since 1994, 

Voices has united consumers and care providers 

to exchange ideas, collaborate and learn the 

latest in HIV prevention, care and treatment. 

Voices was designed specifically to meet the 

needs of women, children and youth living and 

affected by HIV/AIDS and their providers. For 

many, this conference is the only place to turn 

for “family-centered” support and information. 

The conference consists of three full days of 

workshops, institutes and dynamic plenary sessions presented and led by 

women, youth and their providers. According to final evaluation data, 

97% of attendees rated the conference as good to excellent and over 

80% shared that they will return next year. To view the full program 

please visit http://www.aids-alliance.org/education/voices/. 

V 
oices Heard — Youth 

Rally for Change. 

One of the major 

highlights of the conference 

were the youth activities that 

consisted of a full day institute, 

workshops and plenary. The 

closing plenary, Focus on Our 

Future: Youth Leadership and 

Advocacy featured an insightful panel of emerging leaders who discussed 

HIV/AIDS prevention, treatment, advocacy, stigma and disclosure within 

the context of the National HIV/AIDS Strategy. The discussion is a 

continuation of the December 4, 2009, White House Office of National 

AIDS Policy (ONAP) historic meeting on Youth and HIV/AIDS. The 

session concluded with remarks from Hydeia Broadbent, an HIV positive 

young woman and AIDS Activist, underscoring the importance of youth 

empowerment and self-advocacy. As one attendees shared “The active and vocal 

participation of youth and adolescent issues made the conference very meaningful for me. 

Thank you all!” The youth plenary was then followed by a call to action for 

constituents to be more involved in advocacy and participate in the Annual 

Advocacy Day on Capitol Hill.  
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Each year AIDS Alliance galvanizes 
hundreds of consumers, providers 
and activists as part of VOICES to 
head to Capitol Hill and educate 
elected officials about the impact of 
HIV/AIDS in their home town and 
request greater resources to meet the 
growing need. Constituents 
conducted meetings with 50 House and Senate staff members urging them to 
act on the following: 

• Increase appropriations for Part D of the Ryan White HIV/AIDS  
Program and CDC HIV prevention programs that  target  women, 
children, youth and families. 

• Fully fund AIDS Drug Assistance Program (ADAP) 

• Champion the family–centered care model to ensure the planning, 
delivery, and partnerships among health care providers, patients and 
families is grounded in mutually beneficial partnerships. 

• Advocate for the efficient collection and analysis of data to document 
the successful outcomes of Ryan White Part D programs, including 
elimination of perinatal HIV transmissions. 

• Participate in the development and implementation of the National 
HIV/AIDS Strategy (NHAS) and Health Care Reform to ensure they 
address the needs of people with HIV/AIDS. 

2010 Policy Award 

Christina Hamilton, Chief of Staff, 

Congressman David Obey (D-WI) received 
the 2010 Policy Award for her leadership in 
2009-2010 in which she fought for increase 
appropriations on behalf of Ryan White 
programs including Part D,  and her 
courageous stance on landmark legislation 
that lifted the ban on federal funds for syringe 
exchange programs. 

Board of Director Awards 

Dorothy Mann 
Philadelphia, PA 16 Years  

Marylin Merida 
Tampa, FL 12 Years  

Loretta Jennings 
Daytona Beach, FL 11 Years  

Bonnie Lubin 
Chicago, IL 9 Years  

Ivy Turnbull 
Brooklyn, NY 9 Years  

Barbara Brown 
New Orleans, LA 7 Years  

Gina Brown 
New Orleans, LA 6 Years  

Kim Donica 
St. Louis, MO 6 Years 

2010 Noted Speakers 

(see website for full list of speakers) 

Dr. Jean Anderson 
Director of Gynecologic Specialties, 
Johns Hopkins 

Ceci Connolly 
Washington Post, Author, America’s New 
Health Care Law and What It Means 

for All of Us. 

Jeffrey S. Crowley, 
Director of the Office of National 
AIDS Policy, White House 

Robert Greenwald 
Director, Legal Services Center, 
Harvard Law School 

Ebony Johnson 
HIV advocate and educator 

Dr. Helen Kwakwa 
Infectious Disease Specialist, 
Mercy Hospital 

Cristina Pena 
Youth HIV advocate and educator  

Jahlove Serrano 
Youth HIV advocate and educator  

Toni Young 
Executive Director, 
Community Education Group 

Advocacy Day 2010 
“… we got the word out, we are doing our job…we will do 

it again every year until…the end of time.” 

–Advocacy Day Participant 

In Your Words 
What constituents are sharing about Voices 2010! 

“I would like my family to come to experience what I am so that they 
can know how to be with me and others and know how serious it is to be 

protected. Don’t be ashamed of HIV and persons even if it is your mother.” 

“Awesome conference, so moved by being in the Capitol and love that 
my baby could come.” 

“The workshops I attended were amazing and I learned a great deal. 
I had an experience that I can take and look back at.” 

“Keep up the good work.  I love coming.  It gives me the strength to 
provide the help within my peer support groups.” 

“Plenary sessions were outstanding! Great Job! Overall best Voices 
in over 5+ years.” 


